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List of Acronyms 
AIDS   Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

CSOs   Civil Society Organisations 

DANIDA   Danish Development Agency 

DFID   Department for International Development 

ECOWAS   Economic Communities of West African States 

EPAs   Economic Partnership Agreements 

EU   European Union 

EWARDS  ECOWAS Early Warning and Response Design Support 

HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

ID   Identity 

NSAs   Non State Actors  

OSIWA  Open Society Initiative of West Africa 

UEMOA Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africaine (West African Monetary and 

Economic Union) 

UN   United Nations 

UNDP  United Nations Development Programme 

WACSOF  West African Civil Society Forum 
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Message from WACSOF General Secretary in Abuja  

2009 has not been a very peaceful year for WACSOF despite progress 

made in the management of the institution and in the strengthening of its 

interaction with ECOWAS Commission. 

In fact, efforts made in the past two decades in consolidating democratic 

practices had been shattered by the coming to power of a junta in the 

Republic of Guinea on December 23, 2008 and later on by the 

dismantling of democratic institutions in Niger by President Mamadou 

Tandja determined to give himself a third term in office. Those events 

brought the ECOWAS Commission to realize that its credibility was at stake. 

Against that background, resistance was organised by ECOWAS and partners through a series of 

meetings and mediation initiatives that created growing awareness that constitutional order must be 

restored in those countries. While sanctions were applied in accordance with the provisions of the 

Supplementary Protocol on Democracy, Elections and Good Governance, ECOWAS Member States 

leadership consulted extensively so as to facilitate the return to constitutionality of the Republic of 

Guinea and Niger- WACSOF was not absent in this fight. On the contrary, WACSOF was at the 

forefront of civil society mobilisation and the voices of civil society were heard loud and clear, that 

democracy should prevail in the West African region.  

Institutionally speaking, WACSOF is still on the increase with more activities undertaken by 
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national platforms with the regional Secretariat in Abuja playing a facilitating role. Strengthening 

national platforms and contributing to the setting up of thematic groups have been part of the 

mandate of the General Secretary as I took office in October 2007. I am committed to reinforcing 

this trend. However those actions can only be visible and addressing real issues for the intended 

target groups when inclusiveness at local and national levels has become a common practice for 

member Civil Society Organisations. 

In 2009, WACSOF has completed successfully the audit of year ending December31, 2008. 

Compared to previous audits, 2008 was almost flawless as expressed in the auditorsô report. Almost 

all previous observations have been addressed adequately. WACSOF, despite the challenges, will 

continue in this direction. 

It is however important to note that WACSOF needs a stronger base for its funding opportunities. 

OSIWA, Trust Africa and ECOWAS have brought their support and continue to do so. We call on 

DANIDA and DFID to come back and to encourage new initiatives. 

A plan for restructuring WACSOF is under way. It is a long and tedious process that requires human 

as well as financial resources. I am happy to see that the team currently serving at the regional 

Secretariat has expressed its commitment to taking WACSOF to its ambition ï  to be a platform to 

foster constructive dialogue between West African Civil Society and the Economic Community  of 

West African States (ECOWAS). 

Prof Oumar Ndongo 
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